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Gerd Do¨ringEffective from January 2006, the board of the European
Cystic Fibrosis Society has appointed me to serve as
Editor-in-Chief for the Journal. This task may not be easy
after the spectacular preceding term of Harry Heijerman as
Editor-in-chief. Within the first four years of the Journal,
Harry finalized the contract with Elsevier Science in the
year 2000 and due to his policy of ‘‘quality over quantity’’,
he managed to get the Journal accepted for Medline
citation at the first application. Additionally, he worked
with the Publisher on the introduction of the web-based
electronic submission system in 2005 which makes life
much easier for authors, editors and Elsevier. Thus, Harry
Heijerman truly deserves the title of the Founding Editor of
the Journal.
What are the challenges laying ahead of me? The number
of manuscripts submitted to the Journal is increasing and
together with Elsevier, I aim therefore to increase the
number of issues of the Journal in 2007 to 6 issues. More
issues will certainly delight the authors, since they will see1569-1993/$ - see front matter D 2006 Published by Elsevier B.V. on behalf of E
doi:10.1016/S1569-1993(06)00043-9their work published in the Journal earlier than before. To
obtain this goal, I would like to encourage the readership of
the Journal to continue to submit your manuscripts for
publication in the Journal. In this context, I also want to
speed up the decision process concerning manuscripts and
to guarantee a final response to the authors within six weeks
of submission to ensure the positive development of the
Journal during my term.
More issues will also imply a higher work load for the
Editorial Board which I would consequently like to enlarge.
Since also Editors-in-Chief sometimes takes holidays or
cannot answer all questions arising during Editorial work,
Steven Conway, Leeds, UK, has been appointed to support
me during such incidences as Deputy-Editor-in-Chief. The
new editorial board also includes two advisers in biosta-
tistics, Christine Etherington, Leeds, England, and Chris-
toph Meisner, Tu¨bingen, Germany, who will control the
quality of manuscripts from their angle, once they have been
accepted by the previous peer review process. Furthermore,s 5 (2006) 69 – 70uropean Cystic Fibrosis Society.
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aspects of CF and Erich Gulbins, Essen, Germany, for basic
science aspects join us as Associate Editors. Finally, the
term of the Associate Editors, Brigitta Strandvik, Gothen-
burg, Sweden, and Xavier Estivill, Barcelona, Spain, has
been terminated and I would like to thank both for their
work within the Editorial Board of the Journal in the last 4
years.
Last but not least, a major challenge is to insure that
high quality papers are published in the Journal. Thishopefully will lead to an Impact Factor for the Journal
which clearly would make the Journal even more valuable
than it is today.
In summary, it is a pleasure for me to serve the European
Cystic Fibrosis Society as Editor-in-Chief for its Journal in
the next four years.
Yours sincerely,
Gerd Do¨ring
